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DETAILED ACTION 



1. 



This is in response to application filed 07/01/03. 



2. 



Claims 1-29 have been examined. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 



3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 
that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in 
the United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international 
application by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 
371(c) of this title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

4. Claims 1 - 29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Beaumont et al. US 2004/007351 1 A1 . 

Regarding claims 1 , 21 and 25, a system facilitating rule composition 
comprising: 

a rule composer that in response to a user input facilitates at least one of 
creation and modification of a rule, the rule composer further receiving information 
associated with the at least one of creation and modification of the rule based, at 
least in part, upon natural language inline editing [0083]; and, 

a display component that displays hierarchical information associated with the 
rule [0123]. 
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Regarding claim 2, the system of claim 1 , further comprising an input 
component that facilitates receipt of information associated with the at least one of 
creation and modification of the rule [0015]. 

Regarding claim 3, the system of claim 1 , the rule being a business rule 

[0015]. 

Regarding claim 4, the system of claim 1 , the rule being based, at least in 
part, upon a parameterized format string definition [0015, see configure, and code 
packets]. 

Regarding claim 5, the system of claim 1 , the rule being based, at least in 
part, upon a composable vocabulary definition [0010]. 

Regarding claim 6, the system of claim 1 , the display component facilitating a 
user interface comprising a first splitting panel and a second splitting panel [0084, 
shows dividing the transaction]. 

Regarding claim 7, the system of claim 6, wherein the first splitting panel 
facilitates building a condition associated with the rule [0220, see block rules]. 

Regarding claim 8, the system of claim 6, wherein the second splitting panel 
facilitates building an action associated with the rule [0220]. 

Regarding claim 9, the system of claim 1 , wherein editing focus can be 
transferred from a node associated with the node visually accentuated to represent a 
parent-child relationship [0181, see hierarchy and levels]. 

Regarding claim 10, the system of claim 1 , the display component facilitating 
a user interface comprising a property window that displays a property of a node of 
the hierarchical information [0181, see hierarchy and levels]. 
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Regarding claim 1 1 , the system of claim 1 , the rule comprising a condition 

[0220]. 

Regarding claim 12, the system of claim 1 1 , the condition comprising at least 
one of a logical and, a logical not and a logical or [0096, see logical instructions]. 

Regarding claim 13, the system of claim 1 , the display component facilitating 
display of a context menu associated with at least one of an action and a condition 
associated with the rule [0096, see conditions]. 

Regarding claim 14, the system of claim 1 , the display component facilitating 
a user interface comprising at least one of adjust splitting panels, a drag and drop 
operation, and, a clipboard operation [0173, shows a copy button and Examiner 
interprets inclusion of a clip board to be inherent where copying is being performed 
as the instructions would have to be written somewhere in memory]. 

Regarding claim 15, the system of claim 1, the rule composer comprising a 
rule editor and a policy explorer [0045]. 

Regarding claim 16, the system of claim 1, the rule composer facilitating 
editing of a parameter having a range [0045]. 

Regarding claim 17, the system of claim 1, the rule composer facilitating 
editing of an unconstrained parameter [0045]. 

Regarding claim 18, the system of claim 1 , the rule composer facilitating 
editing of a parameter having a value in a set of values [0045 and 0058]. 

Regarding claim 19, the system of claim 1, the rule composer facilitating type 
compatibility checking [0109, see validating and compatible]. 
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Regarding claim 20, the system of claim 1 , the rule composer facilitating error 
checking and providing error information to the display component if an error is 
found [0080]. 

Regarding claim 22, a method facilitating rule composition comprising: 

receiving a request to modify and/or create a rule [0107]; and 

creating and/or modifying the rule based, at least in part, upon natural 
language inline editing [0107]. 

Regarding claim 23, a data packet transmitted between two or more computer 
components that facilitates rule composition, the data packet comprising: 

information associated with a rule, the rule modified and/or created based, at 
least in part, upon natural language inline editing [0107]. 

Regarding claim 24, a computer readable medium storing computer 
executable component of a system facilitating rule composition comprising: 

a rule composer that in response to a user input facilitates at least one of 
creation and modification of a rule, the rule composer further receiving information 
associated with the at least one of creation and modification of the rule based, at 
least in part, upon natural language inline editing [0107]; and, 

a display component that displays hierarchical information associated with the 
rule [0123]. 

Regarding claim 26, a user interface facilitating natural language inline editing 
for rule composition comprising: 

a policy explorer region that displays hierarchical information associated with 
a policy, the policy comprising at least one rule [0045]; and, 
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a rule editor region that display hierarchical information associate with the rule 

[0083]. 

Regarding claim 27, the user interface of claim 26, the rule editor region 
comprising a condition region that displays information associated with a condition 
associated with the rule [0220, see block rules]. 

Regarding claim 28, the user interface of claim 26, the rule editor region 
comprising an action region that displays information associated with an action 
associated with the rule [0220, see block rules]. 

Regarding claim 29, the user interface of claim 26, further comprising a 
property condition region that displays information associated with a property of a 
node of the hierarchical information associated with the policy [0181]. 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Chuck Kendall whose telephone number is 571- 
272-3698. The examiner can normally be reached on 10:00 am - 6:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Tuan Dam can be reached on 571-272-3695. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR 
only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. 
Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



CK. 




